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Abstract not available for CN 1209208 
Abstract of correspondent: US5796951 

A computer-implemented method of managing a computer 
network including a plurality of devices is provided, wherein a 
plurality of network management tasks are performabie upon 
the devices. Data is gathered about a present configuration 
of the network, including the types of devices in the network, 
the quantity of each type of device present in the network, 
the relationships between the devices, and the tasks 
performabie upon each of the devices. The data is then 
stored in a database representing a network map. A display 
is generated corresponding to the network map using the 
data in the database. The display shows an association of 
the devices with the tasks performabie on the devices using 
bitmap representations of the devices and tasks. The display 
may include hierarchical, schematic, or geographical 
representations of the devices on the network. The devices 
are organized into a plurality of groups. In response to a user 
input selecting a device or group, the tasks performabie by 
that device or group are identified on the display. A user may 
initiate any one of the displayed tasks by applying a user 
input selecting that task. 
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